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ARTICLE III: Dalla$. 

By JERRY BRUNO 
and JEFF GREENRELD 

I WAS THE »dvano« man foe J<jtn K«i* 
nedys trip to Dallas. 

I don’t guess thars’s a day whan I don't 
thtntf about It. keep seeing the route oi the 
motorcade, the rotrte we planned, the stop 
at the Trade Slart he never reached, the din- 
■er that night In Austin that was supposed 
to end the trip. 

I know that for more than a year I 
bUmed myself for his murder. I don't think 
that way anymore, or If I do, I don't know 
It And I don't blame any poUtldan or pres- 
sure group for setting up the chain that 
on sam St outside that Sdtool Book 
Depository. 

I don't hare any conspiracy theory to 
offer. But I somdiow think Ifs Important 
to show how aU of the ttay. stupid, petty 
fights and feuds can shape a com- 
piste change In the world. In history. It 
doesn't prove an>’thlng except how du mb It 
Is to any of us really can control 

events, how much Ifs all up for grabs. 

Ihs trip to Texas 
was political from 
the word go. There 
was nobody pn- 
tending this was a 
'Ttoo-pcdltloal'' tour 
of oil wells or cac- 
tus or anything else. John Kennedy was 
going to Texas beoause he had to have 
Texas to win reelectkm In 1964. snd because 
Texts looked like a big trouble spot for his 
reeleotJan. 

Why? First, Kennedy was In dsnger of 
io^ln g all of the Southern states In 1964 — 
partleuiarly If Goldwater was the Bepubllean 
candidate, which evcr}*ane took for granted 
at that time at was only after Dallas that 
Ooidwater became anything except an odds- 
on favorite). 

Second, the Tetas Democrats were com- 
pietely. bopelesily split. Briefly, Texas lib- 
erals and conservatives In the Democratic 
Party ware so angry at each other that they 
were out for each other's blood, first aivd 
lut 

1 wait to see Senator Tarborough toward 
be end of October. Yarborough, a maverick 
toeral in Texas poUtks, was a supporter of 
lennedy. and I Uked him. But he was angry 
gvd bitter. He described how Qovemor Coo- 
toUy snd Vice President Johnsoo wore 
crewing him; worse, he said, they'd be after 
lohn Kennedy in a minute if they thought 
hsy could get away with It pt^tically. He 
vas sure that Connally would want to run 
Jw whole Texas trip to embarrass him, and 
IS it turned out, he was pretty nearly right 


f This was really going to be a wonderful 
|trtp: not only would I have all the usual 
igaiWe. but every stop, every appearance 
{would be fought over by contacts from the 
r?rtf»rf iiy .T ftKitunn Wing, versus the Yar- 
borough wing of the party. Right after I 
ipoke with the Senator I called CnXameU at 
the Whits House. 

"listen. Kenny," I said. T know you al*. 
ways give me the best Jobs, the easiest trips, 
and this Is really going to top it off.” 

"Look” he said. "It's not the easiest trip 
In the world, but Ifs one thing the President 
wants to do and we’re going to have to 
make the best of It* 

With those cheery words I left for Texas. 

Just to show how smooth It all was, Fd 
arranged to meet with Coonally'a people 
that night and with Yarborough's people 
the next morning. But somehow, Yarb^ 
ough’s people heard when I was coming 
down, and when I got to the airport both 
factions wne there to meet me. Right away 
1 got Into a fight over whom Fd meet with 
first By the time I got that straightened 
out I was ready to go honas and forget the 
whole thing. 

Wen. the next morning It got worse. 
First I saw people from the Stats Demo- 


crmtle Committee— solid Connally people — 
and the proposed schedule they showed ms 
was as if all of Yarborough's supporters 
had moved to Alaska. 

Thoe were meetings with nobody but 
the Connally wing. And when I said some- 
thing about that, Z got a really heartening 
answer. 

'Tou're coming Into Texas." the spolos- 
msn Mirt . "and Connally is the Govnnor." 

"Yes," X said, “but there's somebody 
above even ths Governor, and that's the 
President of ths United States." 

Despits all of this fighting, the trip began 
to click Into place. Kennedy would start In 
San Antonio, then go to Houston, then to 
Forth Worth, then to Dallas for a luncheon, 
then to Austin for a big fund-raising din- 
ner. and home to Washington. Ths ooe Im- 
possible spot on the whole trip was Dallas. 

We knew Kennedy would go someplace 
for a luncheon speech. The questioa wae 
wbee. Ibe ociftnal plan was to go to the 
Hilton Hotel, but the group that had booked 
the hotel bsUroora wouldn't give it u|x That 
bnmi^ the posalbie locations down to two: 
the Trade Mart and the Women's Building 
auditorium at the state fairgrounds. 

The location for a speech shouldn't really 
stir anyone's «notkias, but in fact It was 
really a matter of deciding what kind of trip 


tant to anyone at the time. If Kennedy had 
been going there Instead of to the Trade 
Mart, he would have been traveling two 
blocks farther away from the School Book 
Depository — snd at a much faster rate of 
spe^ At that speed sod distance, it wouid 
have been almost Impossible for s sniper to 
hit him tpom the Depository. 

My idea— and Fd done It before on poUd- 
eal advonce-^was to get the Secret Service 
to veto the Trade Mart on security grounds. 
That way there was nothing Connally could 
do about It, and we would have to go to the 
Women's BuUdlng. Z asked Jerry Behn, ths 
head of Secret Service st the Whits House, 
to pass the word to the Texas agents to 
wrap U up. But somehow or other that word 
never got through. We heard back from 
Texas that the Secret Service bad OJL'd tbs 
Trade Mart as aoceptabie from a security 
point of view. 

So until less than s week before Ken- 
nedy's Texas trip, the Dallas luncheon stte 
was the one part of the trip that hadn't been 
locked up. Ifs for this reason that Iwss never 
able to believe the conspiracy stories after- 
ward. The motorcade routes for every other 
city were released weeks in advance. Any- 
body planning to kill the President could 
have planned it for any city *aeept Dallas - 
because ths motorcada route wasn't known 



elmoet physically attacked a few weeks 
earlier. I raised the Secret Service agent 
through the White House switchboard and 
asked for Puterbaugh. 

"How's it going?" I asked. 

"We got off good at the airport" be said, 
*imd the motorcade looks good.” 

“Can I get Puterbaugh?” I said. 

*Tm not sure where he is right now-^ 
let me raise the motorcade and FU get 


All of a eudd^ he stopped. 

"IgoctogeioftIgDttoget oft" he 
said and his voice sounded different 
“There's trouble with the motorcade, trou- 
ble in the motorcade, 1 got to get oft” 

And I was out off. 

'niere were s dosen things I was tmsg- 
ining; a blown tire, a friendly crowd stoi>- 
ping the motorcade, a wrong turn, a right- 
wing nut that had run out to spit on the 



RoOing towerd DsHes 
and death. 

TAm / was angry, 
/urioas , . . Hta Pratl^anf 
had boon shot bacausa 
we wtnf hara hsftad 
of Mere.’ 


Kennedy would make and whom be would 
be allowed to speak to. 

The Women's Building was a sprawling 
auditorium which could hold 4000. To fill it 
we would probably have opened the place 
up after lunch was served so the people in 
Dallss could have corns In snd heard Ka- 
nedy. We would have oiganlaed labor com- 
mittees, chlcano committees, women and 
blaeks. to turn people out It would have 
been a way for Kennedy to say symbolically. 
"I want to speak to all the people of Dallas.'' 

The Trade Mart was an enclosed setting. 
Ths lunch would be an expensive affair, but 
mors important it would be closed off. It 
would have been totally u nd er the oontrol 
of the Dallas Qtbcena' Coxinoil— no relation 
to the White atbBBtts' Council, but the estab- 
lishmmt group that ran that town's politics, 
social life, and everything rise. A Trade 
Mart hincheoo would be a rich people's 
luncheon: a way of Identifying Kennedy with 
the Dallss eetablishmeot 

There was one other key factor In the 
choice. Ths Women's Btiildlng auditorium 
was a low-roofed affair. That meant the 
luncheon dais ootdd only be one level high — 
so that e v er y bo d y was sitting on the same 
basis. At the Trade Mart you could build 
tiers on the dels. And that's what Connally 
wanted to do. so that his allies could sit with 
the President whils Yarborough was put as 
far away from Kennedy as possible, to prove 
who had dout snd who was out of It— ths 
Russian May Day Idea again, that the closer 
you were to Humber the more Impor- 
tant you were. 

There was another point about ths Wom- 
en's Building site that didn’t seem tmpor- 


until a day or two before the President's 
visit 

On the night of Nov. 20, Kennedy flew 
to Texas. At a time like this an advancs 
man really gets tense. Is the weather going 
to hold? Will the people bring signs? Will 
the crowd be friendly? What about hecidera? 
Will the advance man get the key to open 
the President's suite, or will he have to 
stand in the ban for 20 minutes? Will the 
press get their typewriters snd baggage? 
Win we lose tho motorcade route? And sud- 
denly he's on the way, and If It breaks right. 
It’s like the curtain going up on a hit The 
bonds play, the crowd cheers, the speech gets 
applauded, and the President Is In bed. the 
day's gone wril. and we got through It 

★ ★ ★ 

Friday morning the party left Fort Worth 
for Dallas. Since It was only 30 miles away, 
we'd debated vriiethsr to fly there or motor- 
cade ths entire distance. In the end, we de- 
cited to fly because the motorcade would 
take Keon^ right by the Geieral Dynam- 
ics plant where the airplane was being 
built There was a lot of flak about that 
plane — Its oost snd whsre the ermtract had 
gme— and we thought It better If Kennedy 
had nothing to do with that place. So Instoul 
Air Force Ooe flew the short hop to Dallas. 
And fiosdy, with Kennedy himself making 
the pitch. Yarborough bad agreed to ride 
with Johnson. 

Sometime after 1 pm, Washington time 
X checked In with DaUss. I was trying to 
reach Jack Puterbaugh. our Dallas advance 
man. to find put bow tbs crowd looked in 
this city where Adlal Stevenson hsd been 


President— everything except what hap- 
pened. 

I called back the White House switch- 
board and asked for Dallas. 

"There’s been some trouble down there,** 
the operator said. *We can’t get through." 

Just then a secretary came running up. 

"Jerry, Jerry," she was yelling. “The 
ticker's got a light flashing. They say the 
President was shot" 

1 ran over to the Associated Press wire, 
with a red light flashing, meaning urgent 
story coming, snd there was the flesh: 
PRESIDENT SHOT. 

I tried the White House switchboard. 
Ihe opaator was crytog. 

"We can't get through." said, sob- 
bing. "The President's been shot" 

And it all came back to me. All the police 
chiefs and Secret Service warnings that al- 
ways secned so stupid; all the worry and 
the Jokes about assassinations; all the prep- 
aratloas Fd ahvaya laughed at 

Then I was angry, furious, at Connally 
■p/< his H qinajviii to Control the trip, where 
Kennedy should go, *nd now the President 
had been shot because we went here Instead 
of there. 

And then I thought about me— about how 
this was the one time I didn't Just stick up 
and fight like a son of a bitch for the plsco 
I wanted to ga I never realized how my 
deoislons could he this ImportsnL Fm tn- 
volvad with the murder of a Pr esident . And 
then, for the first time In my life, X started 
to cry. 

Cootiiiaed Tomorrow 
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